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On both parts, and this preſent 


ommirtee of Safery 


Newly creed, andco the late 


PARLIAMENT: 


AND ALSO 


. all People who ſeeks peace and 


zhreouſneſs, and are for the Good old Cauſe, 
; ſo much talked on, 
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« preſented by hin who ſtands off, end from all [elf-Inte» 
i; and Partves , and wiſheth that the wiſdom of God may 
ice you all, and divi/ow and deſtrution may ceaſe. 


By Francis Howe, 4 


—_—  — — = 


LONDON, Printed in tic ! ear, 1659. 


PRLEPSTIEnY 
Rs 
+ o 


j 
d 
i 
f 
Oo 4 


. _s 


W1 __ >," 
Rt NP 


An lformition, and alſo Adviceto 
the Army 01 beth parts,and thu pre 


ſent Committee of Safety, newly 
creed, and tothelate PARLIA- 


MENT, &c. 


at, is there nota wiſe man among you, 

wholeeksnot himſelf, bur che gaod of 

all, chat you ſo blow the ſparks on £vq- 

ry hand, andexaſpejate the ſpirits one 

of another, and rather are for ſtrife, 

then for healing ? And would ye have 

the fire kindled to riſe up mu ſuch 8 

| great flame, as both to: defiroy your 

ſlves, and many innocent people in the Netiqn/? Whar, 

isevery one ſeeking ta gratihe his Incereſts and Party, 8d 

10 farisfie his will ? And is there none that ſeeks that the- 

Witt of God may. be Jone in earth , among the ſp11s of 

men, rhat God mighe once delight rodo us good, and ſyt- 

te cheſe Nations in peace andfreedom ,, as men 494 48 
Chriftians. 

by oy PREP Heath not this been the end which hach 

been propoſed by all good Mmen,v ho have nat foughtthem- 


ſelves, burhach ventured all char this might be accom 
3 pliſked, 


(VF) - 

plifted, which if ic had been, or were , or conld be attain. 
> unto, would be a perfe& recompence and fatisfze 
ftion of all, and toall, who have (ought is in they 
heart, viz; Freedom from oppreſſion in their perſons and 
eltates, which hach nor becn by reaſon of themany wick. 
ed Laws which -have bern impoſed to ſatisfie the {elt-in. 
cereſisgf ſome patticular men , which did imbondage all 
other. -Sceondly.., Liberty and freedom of conſcience in 
the exercile of cheir conlciences to Chriſt, who is Gods 
annointed , according to the maniteſtation of his Light 
and Spirit co them, unto whom,and before whom all n11j4 
give an account;and be judged; but this hath been hither. 
to hindred by them who have re-aſſumed a Power, and 
haveufurped Auchority to themſelves, and have made {aiys 
to the imbondaging of the dear and pon people of 
Godin theſe Nations, though you have been talking of tlie 
Good old Caule, theſe are not revocated and overturned, 
by which very many ſuffers tc this day, 

2. It is not Names, Titles, Denominations, and Words 
that we look after., and which will etfe& che thing propo- 
ſed, which while ſome have been concending after, have 
lee go the thing in hand, and have loſt it , and fo ſets up a 

rticular intereſt, and ic clothes it {elf with the words 
and fair ſpeeches, but nothing is brought forth, and {6 by 
fair ſpeeches und flatteries the people have been deceived 
and cheate 


3. Sh t all Rule and Authority be for the good 
and ſafe d well-being of a Nation or Common- 
Wealth, Knot to ſet up an arbitrary Power in their own 


Wills, corulein Tyranny and Opprethon , to ſatisfic their 
own lufts;to the imbondaging of all the people?and when 
any Power or Authority have\deviated or ſwerved from 
this, they became no other bnt Tyrants and Oppreflors; 
for the thing intended being loſt, the Ruler or 1 hm rule 
no more for God, neither he account them ſuch, (what(o- 
ever they may account themſelves) and therefore hach 


raiſed another thing to overthrow that power, as hath 
Saf | | been 
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been evident” in this Nation l in theſe many revolutions, 
although that power which was firſt in beg, which was 
ordained for the end 'aforeſaid , being ſwerved from the 
thing y © might” fay, to that which roſe up ” again :ith 
that it was rebellion andrreaſon, and declare ir rojbe fuch 
in the ears of ' the people , as hath !þterir done'by every, 
which is in the memory of motit, ſo'tharc I nced not ins 
faice; when I ſay it was not lo accounted by the Lord, and 
he hath given teſtimony oft eliis by,the overthrowing the 
former, and raiſing up the lacter ,. 'and hath ſtood by it, 
Fhile'it ſtood in his countelzas tor one initance, the Long» 
Parliament againſt the late King ; which in mans account 
could be looked upon to be no other then rebellion, yet 
God gavea fignal teitimony rothe.one ,. while ehey ttood 
n the power of God, and agamfſtche other. Bt 
a. Was not Irae] governed ſomecime»by Judges, ſome- 
times by che Elders , and fometime by Kings ? and while 
they ſtood in the counſel of che Lord, and the people 
hearkned ro them, was nottheLordamongrthem, and 
ſomerime railed up unhikely means, as to mank wiſdom as 
Davida Shepherds Buy, and Gigeon a Threther, and he was 
made a: Judge, and a Redeemer of Iſrac} out of their:{la- 
ery 3 but mind this ftll, Whye they ſtood. in Gods equal 
counſel, which led to do equally to, and. for:the good of 
all, according co Gods inſtitution and appointment ,'\then 
they were bleſſed 3 but when: either Ruler,' Goyernor, or 
Governors went from the power ofthe Lord,in whichthey 
oely had authority to rule ,.and to do juſtly ; but when 
they went from that, and became corrupt iu their minds, 
and hearts, and blindneſs. came upon them,-as it isfaid, 
Blindneſs happened to Iſrael through their wnbelief; and what 
nas the fc thereof? The frages judged for reward; and 
tifts, the Prophets prophebed for hire , and the Pricſts divined for 
Wye) » 'and the people toved to have it /o, and che end thereof 
mas milesy ; . for God raiſed up anocher thing, and overs 
brew, the: Judges, Prophets, Prieſts, and People z cheanci- 
tt and-bonourable'that were the head, and the falle proy 
hets, which were the tail, 5. 
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(4) 
Is not the ſame blindneſs bappened to England? When 
will ter Rulers, Judges; Prophets, Priefls ſee theirerror? 111 
ever like to be a free Nation,till all get freely for God , with- 


out impoſing heavy RY giving as much to one Of. 


rvice, 8 would ſerve twenty, 
and make ſo many of them too ? When will theſe things be 
done away, that every one may be approved and manifeſt,how 
be loves his Natiop, or how he ſeeks the good thereof, by lay. 
ing out himſcif freely,, and acting freely without © much 
chargeableneſs ro the Nation; I do not mean the Soldiery, but 
men imployed in civil affairs, and the Miniſtey, who would be 
counted godly and painful , to publiſh freely, or clſc beſi- 
lent. 
6: The ancient Courtiers having found ſo much eaſe and 
profit by the late King, turned all Cavalters, and cryed up the 


- Preroga:ive of the King, above Law andEquity; ſetting that 


afide wholly which all good government was intended tor, as 
the ſafety of the people , and freedom frem oppreſcion,ty- 


ranny, «nd uſarpation, and that rone might be 1imbondaged i 


in the Worſhip of Cod; but when be and his aſsi{lancs ſought 
to inthrail all, and imbondage all , both in civil and Ecclefit- 
tical chings, us they were calfed, the Long-Parhament and 
the People that aided them ar that time, counted it no trex- 
ſon to oppoſe him, feeing che end was not anſwered which he 
Mould have ſatisfied; and God defided the controverhe i464 
verthrowing the one, and eſtebliſhing the other for a ſeaſon; 
yet tnany are ſo blind to this day, that they judge the Nation 
cannot be eſtabliſhed in freedom without a King , 8s thouph 
fach « Name were Eſſential onely to freedom, and wicheutir 
conld not be obtained ; brit the judicious will ſee this igno- 
rance 
£0 now many are ſo doting on the Name of 'a Parliament, 
a3 though it were eſſential, or che race to dÞ the foundation 
bf Government, and cryes up the Priviſedge of Parliament, 
8s thee former did Prerogative, and would fight abouc a Nome 
in their hear and paſrion, and loſe the thing intended, _ 
Pp, 


they be the Repreſentative of the people to do good we 
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zople, and not hart; they are accounted as good ſervants 
wGod, and tothem that eleted/them; but if they would 
bſoon as gout together, ſerup a'particalar Incevet, which 
krves tothe imboandagmng of the whole, and then cry up 
their privitedge to-do what they lift; then it is no rebe}hion 
nGods account; neither un the account of. juſt men, to 
call chem away , when they do not pertorm the thing in 
ended; but if they will not hearken to the cry of their Ma- 
ters (che People) bur may becall them rebels.or traytors 
if they ſhould be turned one, becauſe they have clothed 
themſelves with che name of migher power, whenalas they 
we cone from thatin which cheir power, privileedge, and 
utc ority ſtood, 

8. And thisI have tofay tothat part of the Army who 
fands ſo much upon the name of Parliament, and would 
ſem to oppoſe all the'reſt, whether army, -or the-people 
from whence their power did at tirk ariſe, when they ac- 
compliſh nor the end that they meet for, neither intended 
ſto dn, but to fer up fome, and make the reft always (uf- 
ferers, if you ſhould "rake part herein , and manage your 
Feapong, for a ſom;d' ora name, or for ſomething thatmay 
ſute you, though damnifie many-thoufands.; it will not go 
#8! with you; for God lookerh-novas man, neither judges 
te a-cording to mans wittom'; therefore benot rath nor 
haſty to ſhed blood upon chisaccount, bur take caundel in 
tme;leſt an outſtretched arm Rop yon in your: way to your 
detriment and hitirt;and you may repent too late; it;iS not 
your declaring in'words tor the Good Qld-Cauſe, neither 
Jour Proclamations nor Peclurationsiwgood words , nei- 
ther taking God' to witnefs thar will; ſatishe the people, 
who have been,, and-are preſent ſufferers ; 'we have bad 
eno1gh of chac, from'all rhe'former Aﬀerters. of liberty 
in words, but the thing isnot done ;'fo beleſs.in words, 
and more in action, and deeds for righteouſneſs ;. and 
though you may ſeemingly retorr the ſayings of this Army 
n Fxyland upon them , how they received Comnyflions 
hom the Parliament, and p omited to be faithful to yes 

; an. 


nnddid that rheyrepented K's - ſuch chingsſhuuld get 
to rale & have dominion, as was a&ed by che ewo latePre 
tecors,whom the Parlament and you judged[ſurpers,anc 
ſo you take advantavge at this, to ſpread forchſthis to their 
repreach in the nation ; this is not brocherly done, ncithe 
1s that ſpirit that will forgive,and ſuffer Jong,but is heady 
thoagh they did receive Commithons, and proniiſe to bee 
faithful, yet the end 1 believe was ftill premiſed by them 
as to be ſervantsto them, for the foreſaid end, The Goo 
Old Caule : 1.Freed as men from oppreflion. 2. As Chri 
ftians, from being impoſed upon either by antienr Laws 
or Laws which hereafter might be made, which hindere 
the aforeſaid Cauſe and end, of all the travel, expence 


and ſuffering in the Nation, which they would never have 


done: Theretore the Army in pucting a ſtop to that whic 

. did retard and draw back from that end aforeſaid, n 
Gods fight, ard inthe fight of allilluminated men, isn« 
Rebellion nor Treachery. 

9. Andas for the Long Parlament by whom God did 
good things, and great things, 1n the overthrowing that 
power, which was devizted from the aforeſaid end ; { to 
wit) the late King, yer the Axe mult not boaſt ic ſelf a 
vaink him chat hewed onely with 1t for a time to accom 
pliſh his end, and when he pleaſes rake up anotkerinſtru 
ment , andlet the flrlt lie ſtill. What they did, they ha 
the approbation of God and good men; yet they went 
not through with the work purpoſed and intended. An 
though they were called together in a time of ſtraits, whe! 
that which had obftcuted throngh flattery and ambitio 
was taken away, yet ſtill you who were the Members ofthe 
Old Parlament remaining, were called together, forte 
help to accompliſh the aforeſaid end, and to carry on the 
Good Old Cauſe ; but truly you ſticked in the mire , anc 
did not run chearfully, but had yout ears open to ther 
that could complement and flatter , and their bufinel! 


you would hear, and returu them thanks; but them - 
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{id been your deareft friends 72 your former icaits, comm 
hg in all love and humility, and repreſented their ſad 
fer ng unto you,, oftheir long impriſonment, and how 
ove twenty dear pretious men luflered till death in pri- 
on tor chat grand oppreſſion of Tyrhes, could not bee 
jeard ; Andagam, when a repreferucation came unto you 
fm many thouſands, who were fairhfull men to the 
(ommen-wealth , and had alwaics been, it was Jaid by 
gwaſte paper, oras a thing of no validity and worth, 
zhen others received thanks from you in words, and a 
kemingapprobation of things of far leſs importance. 
Furthermore, certain who had! Leen Ofhicers in the Ar» 
xy 111 the Nation , and in /re/a»d this fourteen or fifteen 
came toyou topreſtnt the lufferinys and grievan- 
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&0t that Nation unto you, and in ſeven or eight weeks 
me would neither hear nor regard their ſuit unto youg' 
wniher take notice of it, neither return an Anſwer ; bur 
hen a company of greedy hirelinz Priefts came from Lei» 
e/er/Þ re ro ſound their Trumpet in the Houſe, and to 
tl you they hadlnor engaged wich che reſt of their Bre- 


thren in Chejhs e and / a-caſtir , with Geo1ge Beoath,, they 
ere immediately called in, and thanks returned , as 
thovgh they had done ſome gtear ſervice for the Nation, 
thac t/iey joined not in the Rebellion; but them who were 
four real friends, called Quakers, who gave you and the 
my intelligence about the late Infurreftion in Cheſhire, 
1ho were ſpoiled by the ſaid Rebells of their Goods, and 
fories ( eſpecially ) to a great value, -and cuuld never 
rceeive any ſacisfaftion or incouragement from you : And 
bove all chings this evil you did.; When diverſe reprefen- 
ations of the (ad/(ufferiugs of che. people ofthis Nation, 
hom diverſe-parts thereof z not onely from one fort of 
jeople ,. but all, except one, (v.42, the Presbyterians ) 
"fea of taking off the heavie yoke thereof, the oppreflt« 
"whereof hatch reached heaven, even to the Throne of 
bod, and hee hath confidered it, though you would nor; 
mt i191 Read'of removing of it, eſtabliſhed ir, for m_—_ 
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or Leer oat 


my to bloodſhed ; but rather didtwade chem, -and wait t, 
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he was wrath wich yon ; you have Joſt your Crowy, and 
hee hath laid youby,' as men who. woutd not accomplyh: 
his end, and ler his people go free 2 and ler mie te)} you, 
It was faſhly arid proudly done of you, after fo Many vas 
Hant Officers , who had waded through a {ca of croibles, 
though 1 ſhall nar {ay bur they ſought themſelves too 
much, which I hope God will give them coſee : And aker 
they had ſibdued the Inſurre&tion in Cheſhir-, and had 
conſidered what might beſt conduce, for the welfare of the 
Army, and for the Nations good andſafety, and to pie 
ſent 1t co you, deliring your Concurrence therein; and! 
though they did ſend among cheir quarters for dubſcripti- 
ons, they knowing before hand EXCEPT It. CArried ſou 
bulk , or ar leaſt ſeemed a matter'vf concernmeti, y. 
would take leſs notice of it , that/you ſhouſd in your hea 
and paſſion, being f!led with Jealouties, Vore wu theſe 
Officers at their recurn from pertorming che aitiiful (er- 
vice to you and the Nation, it was an unworthy” gratifi 
cation ; and to put iy otherslels capable, oneiy to exalt 
your own powe1, and rather to draw back to boridiieythe! 
going forward to perfe& the bulinets aforeſaid ; þ or theſe 
and many more inftances that I myghe Jay betore you, ig 
wasjuſtwith the Lord to remove you , and noc tr p1olper 
you, and to overtnrn you , becauſe you food not in hi 
counſel, neither hearkened ro them who would have wilh 
ed you well, with whom Gods counſel is, aud it 15) uſt yo 
are tyrned our ; aid let me adviſe you, and deſpiſe no *Ef 
my counſel, for the counſel of the: mighty hath failcd; feert 
rake Councel at a Shepherd, ora Man of low degree, biW.. 
you quiet, and ſeek not revenge, neither þlow the ſpaiks Jeet 
nor kindle heat in peoples minds, neither provoke the Ar iy, 
z 
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e what the Lord wiltdo, if he will raife,up any to peg 
fe& that long deſired and hoped for end, freedon:, and 1 
berty in the things that are juſt as men, and 1n the chings Vibe 
God without impoſition , and if you live to have you b 
ſhare among the people, in this it will be well; and ye Go. 
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\....yC no cauſe £0 repent 2 iooRal eng au Ehongh 
u may have cauſe torepent of your taſhngis, andot che 
kings before mentioned. 18 21050241117 tig ao 
10, And youof the Engliſh Army who wexe diflatifed 
ih the proceedings of: che late Parlament againlt, you, 
fiſh there;be- not too? much ſelfe: jn, you wn the thing, 

nther for your, own advancement and particular.intere 
hen that che Good Qld Cautle, .{ profett ) was not; carriy 
on by the Parlamenr, accopding to youn deſire, and the 
heoples expeRtations.” Tf ſelf-intereſt was the caulc, as it 
be feared there was ſo much of that, you will be crofled 
your expeRation z for that is the thing, which hath ob- 
jrufted the thing intended all along), ſince the thing was 
feried , that: will Coombe made. manifeſt; and ' thert 
maitis/a ground mi yourlelves, vyhichT believe vvill ljn- 
ler the end propoſed, which mauſt' be done away betore 
ou carr do much torGod,though you may profeſs and de» 
are in words much,which may cake with ſome for awhile, 
yet it wil natfarisfte long. [with from my heart gocd'roy ou 
al}; but chere-is ſomeching ſtands betwixc you and goog 
things : 'yon would, like the reſt, pleaſe ail men, ;.but that 
ennot Bee; ſtand rothe good, and let your ations an 
ſwer the witneſs of Go in the worſt. And you (ay in 
your Deelaracion , you have an-intention to take away 
tthes;and ſertle ſome way for a godly preai hing}Miniſtry; 
Hay,they will need none of the Scates or Communwealths 
maintenance. And if you ſhould take rhem aways. ant 
ſerie atiy rhing by way of Compulizon upon the people 
for any Miniſtry, you leave us an bondage, and. newuſt 
declare againſt chacy as azainſt Tythes, aud: we ganinot 
ay, neither the one, northe other, for conſcience lake,: 
(* youwhoare che Commicrcee of Safety neyvly ergited; 


yea, many of you have ſeen, 'or at leaſt might! have ſeen 
Thar hath hindred the end propoſed: You have aday of 
Vifraction, God vyill try all orcs of men, if any.vvill be 
fail: ful ro the end, Therefore this I: ſay.co you, andthe 


tet of the Army 3 Throvy dovvn all thoſe corrupt Lavys 
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© you] Huw.ſoon wight things be eſtabliſhed), Then would 
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made-about Religion, Ma $5408 Clerks-vvages, forced 
maintenance ;z and medglle nor: vvith ir, for chat thin 
broke all Parliaments and Councils hitherto, and ſoil 
it do you, if you meddlewith itz leave all peophe free wich- 
out impoſicion of any maintenanceto any,'or elſe you do 
nought ; but ler every one be, and let every judgement 
maintain their own, and leave people free, as to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, only co Chriſt who. is Head and Ruler of his 
Church, and Lord over the Conſcience, and is his aloue 
Right, which if you ſhall nor do,-be will throw you down | 
alſo: Therefore let him have roomand way, or elle thac 
which refiſteth will be cut off : and this is Gods Word wi- 
you all, Take heed of gratifying any ro the embondagiug 
of others; let tythes and forced maintenance $0 town, 
and if for the r00\| of the Nation or Commonwealth, {as 
in things Civil) all which a free hearc will moit readily and 
willingly aflift you in what money you need for the Armies 
pay, or otherwile for the good of the Nation, Stan nor 
puzling about buſineſs not worth mentioning, nor iitiving f 
who ſhall be greateſt, bur 1emovethe prefenc Oppretiions, 
and that which is checauſle rhereot, and tet no Cuyulicys 
nor unrighteous men in place of auchority 3 [atisiic che 
Nations with Deeds, Words will not, with things, and not 
with Names that will not; and it 5not a King, a Pailia- 
ment, a Protefor, a Councel, or Senare we louk at, will dg 

"the thing: Neither people:be ye wedded and glewedto 
Names; he that purpotech righteoufnels and eqluiy in his 
heart, and walks aiter it, is. that which God will blet(s and 
. proſper; for when Kings , Parlameuts, and Councels are 
gone from the power of God, they are for the thraldom 
-Of a Nation, and not for its liberty 3. bur; this I forearm 
you, Whatever you do, meddle not in'the things ct God, 
or about Religion, let that alone, and/you will inore read 
ly ſervethe neceſſity which the preſenc #ffajrs calls for, and 
the common, civil, and equal liberty of all men. Oh that 
yon had-Wiſdomy; and the countel of che Lord were with 


© _ 


'yowdo more in one day, then j1 ten, while you conſulr 
VIE 


h yonr reaſontand the old corrupt Laws,meny of which 

je g00d for noughe bur the lire. | 

Thus I have in all faithfulneſs cleared my conſcience 

to you, as the Lord prefented things co me, and happy 
they that can receive them; for in this I am not alone 

rmany thouſands will bear teſtimony hereunto, Sol reſt 

ithe peace of God,which no man can hinder me of, 


Subſcribing my ſelf a faithful friend 
to the Common-wealth , andall 
the good people therein, 


FRANCIS HoOWGIL. 


T he End. 


